
Earl Carroll Theatre Façade Restoration
Historic-Cultural Monument #: 1136

6230 Sunset Boulevard
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Exterior Restoration Team

• Rachael Stoddard and Scott Neville, Essex Property Trust and RB Latch

• Margarita Jerabek-Bray, Ph.D., Historic Preservation Consultant, ESA

• Roger Winston Bray, Architect, AIA, NCARB, Bray Architects

• Melvin Green, Historic Engineer, Melvin Green and Associates, Inc, and Robert Hale Randall, 

S.E., Saiful Bouquet Structural Engineers

• Dick Gee, AIA, Historic Architect, General Contractor, Spectra Company

• Paul Stoakes and Paul Greenstein, Signmakers and Dydia DeLyser

• Jacob Chan, Electrical Engineer, TPM Collaborative, Inc

• Community Partners: Hollywood Heritage
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Façade Restoration and Preservation

EIR/Conditions of Approval and agreement with Hollywood Heritage 
define the façade preservation project requirements:

✓City Historic-Cultural Monument Nomination (Designated in 2016)

• Replace Historic Lighted Signage, including face of Beryl Wallace (In Progress)

• Façade Easement with LA Conservancy (In Progress)

• Historic Structures Report before interior alteration/modification (In Progress)

✓Designate Parking Spaces within new Residential Project (Permitted and 

Under Construction)
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Historic Status and Context

The Earl Carroll Theatre

• Entertainment venue in the Streamline Moderne Architectural 

Style, attracted stylish patrons and advertised their modernity

• The Moderne style is associated with Los Angeles' prominence in automobile 

and early aerospace industry and culture

• Designed by master architect Gordon B. Kaufmann (1888-1949) 

and constructed by Ford J. Twaits Company
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• Moderne-style entertainment venues: 

• Hollywood Palladium-HCM-(built 1940), across the street from the ECT Building (extant)

• CBS Columbia Square-HCM-(built 1938) (extant)

• NBC Radio City (built 1938), Sunset & Vine (NE corner) (non-extant; now Chase Bank)

• Pan-Pacific Auditorium-HCM-(built 1935), 7600 W. Beverly (destroyed by fire 1989-now Pan-

Pacific Park with scaled-down replica of tower)

• 3rd theater built by Broadway impresario and showman Earl Carroll (1892-1948)

• 1st theater was built 1922 in Broadway Theater District, NYC, and rebuilt 1931 (non-extant)
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The Hollywood Palladium on its star-packed opening night, October 31st, 1940

After Reopening in 2008

Historic Context:
Hollywood Palladium
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CBS Columbia Square Studios, Sunset Blvd, circa mid 1940s

Columbia Square, December 2017

Historic Context:
Columbia Square
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NBC Radio City, Sunset and Vine, Los Angeles, 1949 Exterior of the Pan Pacific Auditorium, ca 1930s

Historic Context:
NBC Radio City and Pan Pacific Auditorium
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Nickelodeon on Sunset

View to southwest, 2015 View to southeast, 2015
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Period of Significance

Period of significance is the building’s opening in 1938 through 1948

• Association with Hollywood entertainment industry
• The Earl Carroll Theatre "rivaled every nightclub in the world", 

staging largest most lavish productions, signaling a new era for 
West Coast entertainment

• Paralleled rise and fall of big-production Hollywood nightlife

• Association with significant personage, Earl Carroll, 
• From opening until Carroll's death in a plane crash along with 

his companion and star performer, Beryl Wallace

• Period of significance for architecture is 1938, when 
building was completed

23Earl Carroll and Beryl Wallace, June 1937



Exterior Character-Defining Features

Existing Significant Features to be Repaired

• 3-story scale, rectangular massing

• Reinforced concrete construction, parapet, arched 

truss roof

• Concrete ”Steps” on the Sunset façade 

• Two parallel bands of steel ribbon windows

• Three-bay Porte-Cochere and marquee
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Exterior Character-Defining Features 
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Missing Significant Features to be Reconstructed

• Neon Signage, Marquee and Channel Letters

• Column cladding

• Lobby Windows

August 1940



Methods, Research & Investigations

Preservation Approach - Rehabilitation as Theater

Researched:

• Historic plans, permits, historic photographs and postcards, reviewed descriptions of 

theater in contemporary publications

• Historic neon colors and installation methods

Studied existing conditions surveys, structural investigations, paint analysis
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Restoration Scope of Work

• Concrete Façade Repair and Repainting

• West Façade Ribbon Windows Restoration

• Sunset Façade Lobby Window Replacement

• Porte-Cochere and Marquee Restoration

• Structural Strengthening of Porte-Cochere

• Replace Historic Neon

• Paving and Accessibility Improvements

• Life Safety Improvements

• Security Improvements
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Concrete Façade Repair and Repainting

• Concrete is in good condition with little signs of spalling 

or evidence of corrosion

• Paint analysis found the first paint scheme was light tan 

with a gray wainscot

• Next layer is a light green that corresponds with 

contemporary descriptions discovered during research

• Recommendation: Use two-tone light green color scheme
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Paint Analysis



Evidence for Light Green Color Scheme

30

https://losangelestheatres.blogspot.com/2017/02/earl-carroll-theatre.html

“Among the latest Hollywood nightclub venues, Earl Carroll’s 
Theater is startling in its elaborate use of new materials and 
extravagant designs. The exterior is simple relying on the 
extensive use of neon lighting against light green concrete walls 
to attract attention. “
- California Arts and Architecture, 1939
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Evidence for Two-Tone Paint

May 1939



Porte Cochere Rehabilitation

• Structural analysis recommends a structural retrofit

• Installing hidden grade beams and column reinforcement 

• Restore Vitrolite column cladding

• Neon at ceiling will be restored utilizing original drawings

• Install supplemental lighting system

• Restore original smooth painted glossy finish to ceiling
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Porte Cochere Historic Plans and Photos
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Porte Cochere Column Cladding Restoration



Vitrolite Cladding on Columns,
1939 Postcard Existing Condition
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Sample Catalog 
Color Vitrolite for Match

Porte Cochere Column Cladding Restoration
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Proposed Color Scheme



Restoration of Lobby Windows

Photo from 1940 Existing Windows (Altered) and Vitrolite Cladding Lost (ESA 2015) 37



Restoration of West Elevation Windows
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Existing Windows, 2020 Historic Photo from 1940/41
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Restore Historic Neon
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Vertical Stripes and Porte-Cochere



Neon Colors: Face of Beryl Wallace
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“… a ‘painting’ of Beryl Wallace … 
in flesh-colored fluorescent Zeon 
tubing. The ‘painting’ measures 
twelve by fourteen feet and is 
lighted by 275 feet of tubing.” 
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Neon Animation: Eat at the Theatre
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Two-Toned Letters



Thank You
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