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Earl Carroll Theatre Facade Restoration
Historic-Cultural Monument #: 1136
6230 Sunset Boulevard



Exterior Restoration Team

* Rachael Stoddard and Scott Neville, Essex Property Trust and RB Latch
* Margarita Jerabek-Bray, Ph.D., Historic Preservation Consultant, ESA
* Roger Winston Bray, Architect, AIA, NCARB, Bray Architects

* Melvin Green, Historic Engineer, Melvin Green and Associates, Inc, and Robert Hale Randall,

S.E., Saiful Bouquet Structural Engineers
* Dick Gee, AlA, Historic Architect, General Contractor, Spectra Company
* Paul Stoakes and Paul Greenstein, Signmakers and Dydia Delyser
* Jacob Chan, Electrical Engineer, TPM Collaborative, Inc

* Community Partners: Hollywood Heritage
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Project Context




Facade Restoration and Preservation

EIR/Conditions of Approval and agreement with Hollywood Heritage
define the facade preservation project requirements:

v City Historic-Cultural Monument Nomination (Designated in 2016)

* Replace Historic Lighted Signage, including face of Beryl Wallace (In Progress)
* Facade Easement with LA Conservancy (In Progress)

* Historic Structures Report before interior alteration/modification (In Progress)

v'Designate Parking Spaces within new Residential Project (Permitted and

Under Construction)



Historic Status and Context

The Earl Carroll Theatre
 Entertainmentvenue in the Streamline Moderne Architectural

Style, attracted stylish patrons and advertised their modernity

* The Moderne style is associated with Los Angeles' prominence in automobile

and early aerospace industry and culture

* Designed by master architect Gordon B. Kaufmann (1888-1949)

and constructed by Ford J. Twaits Company



Historic Status and Context

* Moderne-style entertainmentvenues:
* Hollywood Palladium-HCM-(built 1940), across the street from the ECT Building (extant)
e CBS Columbia Square-HCM-(built 1938) (extant)
 NBC Radio City (built 1938), Sunset & Vine (NE corner) (non-extant; now Chase Bank)

* Pan-Pacific Auditorium-HCM-(built 1935), 7600 W. Beverly (destroyed by fire 1989-now Pan-

Pacific Park with scaled-down replica of tower)

* 3rd theater built by Broadway impresario and showman Earl Carroll (1892-1948)

e 1sttheater was built 1922 in Broadway Theater District, NYC, and rebuilt 1931 (non-extant)
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Historic Context:
Hollywood Palladium
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After Reopening in 2008



Historic Context:
Columbia Square
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Historic Context:
NBC Radio City and Pan Pacific Auditorium

NBC Radio City, Sunsetand Vine, Los Angeles, 1949 Exteriorof the Pan Pacific Auditorium, ca 1930s
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EARL CARROLL

For 2,000 years the theatre has flour-
ished in varying forms. All types of enter-
tainment have been presented from every
conceivable kind of stage. Bul never until
Earl Carroll constructed his Theatre-Res-
tauwrant in Hollywood has the word,
"host,”" been used to describe a stage im-
presario, For the lirst time, inhospitable
formality of theatre lobbies and seats has
been dissipated, In their stead are an
elaborate foyer and comfortable tables
arranged in a luxuriously appeinted
cuditorium, For the first time, oo, theatre
patrons enjoy dinner and dancing, as well
as a spectacular stage revue.

These innovations are not the result of
an accident or a happy idea, They have
their {oundation in the experience and
genius of a deep student of the theatre,

Earl Carroll, the man who has made
the slogan, "Through these poriais pass
the most beautiful girls in the world,”
synonymous with fine musical amuse-
ment, now blazes a new trail as, "your
host, Earl Carroll,” with an intimate,
friendly form of entertainment presented
in surroundings of streamlined elegance
at his Theatre-Restqurant in Hollywood,
California.

For the first time, because of the com-
plexity of the new entertainment form
which he has crected, the personality of
the man has overshadowed the medium
in which he works.

The great showman, who was bomn
in Pittsburgh, was practically raised in the
theatre. When he was only 10 years of
age, he started as a program boy in his
home town

From that time on, his only interest
was in the theatre—except for o few years
when he traveled around the world seek-
ing adveniure. The only other time his
theatrical career was interrupted was
when he enlisted in the first World War
as a pilot, spending 18 months in the
United States Army Air Forces.

Starting as a song writer, Carroll be-
came famous for several hils beiore he
turned his talents toward producing. His
firet "Vanities” producticn was presented

THROUGH THESE PORTALS
PASS THE MOST BEAUTIFUL GIRLS IN THE WORLD

Earl Carroll's famous slogan, "Through these pertals pass the most begutiful
girls in the world,” has become a by-word throughout the nation. Criginally
coined by the great producer many years ago when he was presenting his
stage revues in New York, the slogan, with slight changes, has been used
numerous times by many organizations. Mr. Carroll, who first used the phrase
as a tribute to his beautiful girls, received a letter from a group of fighting
Marines stationed in the Scuth Pacific, who asked if they might use the slogan
over their barracks thusly: "Through these portals pass the finest fighting men
in the world.”

Above you see Earl Carroll, who personally selects all the beauties for
his shows, and below, the finished preduct . “the most beautiful girls in
the world."”
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EARCH...

FOR THE MOST BEAUTIFUL
GIRLS IN THE WORLD

Like o modern Robert Louls Stevenson hero, Earl Car
roll seeks constan for treasure—the frecsure of
beauty. Each new revue is groced by sixty of the

most becutiiul girls in the world who are selected per
y by Ear! Carroll, trained by the greatest dance
rs in Hollywoed, and who bear their honors
with grace and dignity

When a call lor girls is announced, crowds slorm the
backstage door of the Earl Carroll Theatra Az mony

giris o3 w miortably &ill the enormous stage are

permitled o remaln; others ars requested 1o come back
the next day

My cnly requirement is thot each girl must be breath
takingly beautitul” says Earl Carroll
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nations like kwork 12
g to height, then in lines of
twenly they s § ard, count off, make gquarter
turng, face lorward, Those wi

Carrell to run

are segregat

meqsure up

and addresse stage manager. This sdule
repeated unti ¢y ane hundred or s0 remain. To this
numbe: are added the lovely giris sel In sub

gaquent calls

zonal intervi
ol beauty cons Carroll are
texiure of hair;
of testh; general
hands and {eet
sonality

With final selections made the chosen few ars ready
for rehearsals. The work is difficult but exciting. and

finally the “sixty mosi beaullful girls in the world" are

v to upold the prestige and honor of ail the other
utiful Ecrl Carrell girls, who have delighted Ameri
can qudiences,

"' WALL of FAME
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Covering the entire Sunse! Boulevard lacade of the Earl Carroll Theatre, actual auto-
graphs of celebrities of stage and screen form the much-talked about Earl Carroll "Wall
of Fame.
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Beryl Wallace
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Some more of the young people of Hair — in this case, the ushers and usherettes, good-
naturedly mimicking the cast picture in the front of the Souvenir Book.

The Dawning
of the Age

of the
Aquarius Theater

With Hair, Los Angeles witnesses not
only the premiere of a play that has been
called “the first new direction in Ameri-
can theatre in a decade” but also the
birth of one of our town’s finest legiti-
mate theatres.

The Aquarius Theater began its life
as a glittering landmark, “The Earl Car-
roll Theatre.” In 1938 Earl Carroll made
his decision to open his theatre and sup-
per club at 6230 Sunset Boulevard. In
just 75 days he converted an empty acre
of ground into the dazzling night club
and theatre that was to bear his name
and house his world-famous revues for
a decade until his death. In those short
weeks he created a building so advanced
that, thirty-one years later, no one has yet
matched its glory or technical virtuosity.

The facade of the original theatre held
two of Hollywood’s most renowned land-
marks: the twenty-foot high “painting in
neon” of Beryl Wallace, one of Earl Car-
roll's “Most beautiful girls in the world";
and Sunset Boulevard’s “Wall of Fame,”
presenting in cement personal inscriptions
to Earl Carroll from more than 150 of
Hollywood's most glamorous stars. These
landmarks still attract hundreds of visi-
tors daily.
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Bridging the generation gap, the world fa-
mous Earl Carroll Theatre is now Aquarius
Theater. Instead of revues highlighting “the
most beautiful girls in the world,” the theatre
now reverberates to the excitement of Hair.

swings which lower from the auditorium
ceiling, the elevator, revolving staircase
and the rain machine are part of a stage
machinery complex not duplicated in any
theatre in America. Combined with the
more recently added motion picture pro-
jection equipment and stage lighting sys-
tem, Aquarius Theater today is superior
to any in the country.

The design and renovation of the
Aquarius Theater, under the direction of
talented young scenic designer Michael
Baugh, was in the breathtaking tradition
of Earl Carroll's 75 day initial building
program. In just 60 days, with <raws
working around the clock, the entire in-



Nickelodeon on Sunset

TN i
b iR

View to southwest, 2015 View to southeast, 2015

22



Period of Significance

Period of significance is the building’s opening in 1938 through 1948

e Association with Hollywood entertainment industry

* The Earl Carroll Theatre "rivaled every nightclub in the world",

staging largest most lavish productions, signaling a new era for
West Coast entertainment

* Paralleled rise and fall of big-production Hollywood nightlife

* Association with significant personage, Earl Carroll,

* From opening until Carroll's death in a plane crash along with
his companion and star performer, Beryl Wallace

* Period of significance for architectureis 1938, when
building was completed

Earl Carroll and Beryl Wallace, June 1937 »5



Exterior Character-Defining Features

Existing Significant Features to be Repaired

* 3-story scale, rectangular massing

Reinforced concrete construction, parapet, arched
truss roof

* Concrete "Steps” on the Sunset facade

* Two parallel bands of steel ribbon windows

* Three-bay Porte-Cochere and marquee
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Exterior Character-Defining Features

Missing Significant Features to be Reconstructed

* Neon Signage, Marguee and Channel Letters
* Column cladding

* Lobby Windows

25



Methods, Research & Investigations

Preservation Approach - Rehabilitation as Theater

Researched:

 Historic plans, permits, historic photographs and postcards, reviewed descriptions of

theater in contemporary publications

e Historic neon colors and installation methods

Studied existing conditions surveys, structural investigations, paint analysis



Restoration Scope of Work

* Concrete Facade Repair and Repainting

* West Facade Ribbon Windows Restoration
* Sunset Facade Lobby Window Replacement
* Porte-Cochere and Marguee Restoration

e Structural Strengthening of Porte-Cochere
* Replace Historic Neon

* Paving and Accessibility Improvements

* Life Safety Improvements

* Security Improvements



Concrete Facade Repair and Repainting

* Concrete is in good condition with little signs of spalling

or evidence of corrosion

* Paint analysis found the first paint scheme was light tan

with a gray wainscot

* Next layer is a light green that corresponds with

contemporary descriptions discovered during research

* Recommendation: Use two-tone light green color scheme



Paint Analysis
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Evidence for Light Green Color Scheme

770 A GAY NIGHT SPOT OF HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA

California ARTS & ARCHITECTURE

THE
EARL CARROLL
THEATER

Hollywood, California

GORDON B. KAUFMANN, F.A.LA,
Architect
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Interior Decorator

Interiors Executed By
W. & J. SLOANE

Phatographs by Maysard Parier

/ﬂrro'g the latest Hollywood mgh?']ub ventures, Earl Carroll's Theater is startling
in its elaborate use of new materials and extravagant designs. The exterior is simple
relying on the extensive use of neon lighting agsinst light green concrete walls to

n 3 oaio it

The main dining room, facing the encrmous revolving stege has 2 3
¢ e H]nu and. Against s ceiling of black pat DM lcmhhr slender stn ps ©
h—||! reflect a brilliant, diffused glow, One side of the enormous wall is dra"nd n
satin and velours while the opposite side is covered with photographic wallpaper
that gives the impression of paneling

https://losangelestheatres.blogspot.com/2017/02/earkcarroll-theatre.html

The entrance is divided by o striking bronze depicting a streamlined young woman.
The feeling of motion is heightened by a scrawl of tubular light that extends from
the base to the ¢ g. Tubular lighting is used pro{u,ﬁh The railings and pillars
reflect sof ades, even your drink at the bar is filled with glittering light

””‘“d4 ’“h’k T “Among the latest Hollywood nightclub venues, Earl Carroll’s

renaghe i At sl o Pillsdiisbod v dhsmasmi it s Theater is startling in its elaborate use of new materials and

A S R IR ol extravagant designs. The exterior is simple relying on the

‘:,;\I:d/\c‘ J :“J al,'tg"o”mm g;':écec:hdil extensive use of neon lighting against light green concrete walls
' ' to attract attention. “

- California Arts and Architecture, 1939 30
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Evidence for Two-Tone Paint
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Porte Cochere Rehabilitation

e Structural analysis recommends a structural retrofit

* Installing hidden grade beams and column reinforcement
e Restore Vitrolite column cladding

* Neon at ceiling will be restored utilizing original drawings
* Install supplemental lighting system

* Restore original smooth painted glossy finish to ceiling



Porte Cochere Historic Plans and Photos
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Porte Cochere Column Cladding Restoration




Porte Cochere Column Cladding Restoration

Vitrolite Cladding on Columns, o o Sample Catalog
1939 Postcard Existing Condition Color Vitrolite for Match
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Restoration of Lobby Windows

Photo from 1940 Existing Windows (Altered) and Vitrolite Cladding Lost (ESA 2015) 37



Restoration of West Elevation Windows
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Existing Windows, 2020 Historic Photo from 1940/41
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Restore Historic Neon
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Vertical Stripes and Porte-Cochere
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Neon Colors: Face of Beryl Wallace

in flesh-colored fluorescent Zeon
tubing. The ‘painting” measures
twelve by fourteen feet and is
lighted by 275 feet of tubing.”

“...a ‘painting’ of Beryl Wallace ...

KODACHROME SLIDE FROM 1943

From the collection of Dydia Delyser & Paul Greenstein
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Neon Animation: Eat at the Theatre

1 SECOND LIGHTING DELAY ON TIMER FOR ANIMATED EFFECT (NIGHT VIEW)
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Two-Toned Letters

From the collection of Dydia Delyser & Paul Greenstein
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Thank You

EARL CARRAOLL




